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SUBJ: INELATION IN JANUARY 

1. ACCORDING TO NATIONAL STATISTICAL INSTITUTE (INE). 

CONSUMER PRICES DURING JANUARY ROSE BY 10.5 PERCENT, THE 
HIGHST IN THE LAST SIX MONTHS. BECAUSE JANUARY 1975'S 
INFLATION RATE WAS 3.4 POINTS ABOVE JANUARY 1976'S RATE, 
CUMULATIVE INFLATION OVER A TWELVE MONTH PERIOD DECREASED 
FROM 340.7 PERCENT IN DECEMBER TO 327.3 PERCENT IN JANUARY. 

2. INCREASES BY SECTORS ARE: EOOD, 10.8 PERCENT: HOUSING, 

6.6 PERCENT: CLOTHING 9.3 PERCENT: MISCELLANEOUS 11.2 
PERCENT. BY ITEM, THE HIGHEST PRICE RISES WERE REGISTERED 
IN FUELS AND LUBRICANTS, MEAT AND POULTRY, AND MEN'K AND 
WOMEN' CLOTHING. 

3. RELATIVE WEIGHTS OF THE COMPONENTS OF THE MARKET BASKET 
HAVE UNDERGONE SLIGHT MODIFICATIONS. THE WEIGHTS OE 
FOOD AND HOUSING WERE INCREASED AT THE EXPENSE OE 
CLOTHING AND MISCELLANEOUS. THIS CHANGE WAS MADE TO 
REELECT THE LARGER PROPORTION OF WAGES AND SALARIES 

NOW BEING DEVOTED TO ESSENTIALS, SUCH AS EOOD AND 
HOUSING SERVICES (RENT, ELLECTRICITY, WATER, ETC) 

WITH LESS AVAILABLE FOR LUXURY ITEMS, OR ITEMS WHOSE 
PURCHASE COULD BE POSTPONED (CLOTHING). ALL IN ALL, 
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